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Notes, Short Comments, and Answers
to Correspondents.

THE CROSS-CHANNEL SWIM.

XAKY attempts to swim across the English Channel have been made
since the late Captain Matthew Webb first accomplished this great feat
in August, 1875, but they have all been unsuccessful until on Sept. 6th
Mr. Thomas William Burgess repeated Captain Webb’s exploit. We

reported Captain Webb’s great feat of endurance, and now record that
of Mr. Burgess, although our readers will probably have all read the
details in the daily press. Burgess entered the water ah 11.15 A.M.
on Sept. 5th, to the east of Dover at a point between the South
Foreland Lighthouse and St. Margaret’s Bay. The wind was blowing
fresh from the north-east and the water was somewhat rough. The

tide was at the time flowing eastwardly and carried him in a north-
ward and eastward irection, so that after an hour and a quarter’s
swimming he was near the South Goodwin Lightship, 3 miles from
the shore, and in three hours he was six miles from the shore east of
his starting point. The tide now turned and carried him in a south-

westerly direction until, after he had been seven hours in the water,
he was three milessouth of the Varne Buoy, which lies between Folke-
stone and Cape Grisnez. On ente ring the water he had been rubbed all
over with lard, and as a protection against the waves and the sun’s
rays he wore a pair of motor goggles and an indiarubber cap.

After being in the water for an hour and a half he drank some hot
chocolate, and after four hours he suffered from uneasy sensations,
but. on approaching the Varne Buoy he felt better, and there was a
complete calm on the water towards sunset. Through the

ensuing night, which was in every way favourable to him, being very
fine and quite calm, he took hot milk, chocolate, and grapes at

frequent intervals. From the neighbourhood of the Varne Buoy the
second change of tide during his swim carried him in a northerly
and easterly direction, until at dawn on Sept. 6th Cape Grisnez
bore south-west and Calais south-east. He had now been

swimming for about 18 hours, and during the next four hours ’.,
he had several attacks of weakness and muscular cramp

in the left side of the chest, attributed by himself to his use
of the over-arm stroke with his left arm, a stroke which he kept
up for more than 15 hours at a rate of 24 to the minute. The

third turn of the tide during his swim found him about ten miles off
Calais and drifted him in a south-westerly direction towards Cape
Grisnez, from which he was about a mile distant at 7 A.M. ; another
turn of the tide was then nearly due, and for a time there was some

anxiety lest he might be carried past the cape without being able to
land; be was, in fact, carried past it at a distance of 400 yards from
the shore, but by a great effort he landed about a mile eastward of

Cape Grisnez, near the village of Chatelet. He walked ashore

at 9.50 A.M. on Sept. 6th, after having swum for 22 hours and

35 minutes. Burgess is a big man about six feet in height and
40 years of age, and his feat is a wonderful proof of the strength and
endurance of the human frame.

HEALTH REPORT OF THE BAHAMAS.

A CENSUS of the Bahama Islands, taken on April 2nd, 1911, gave a total
of 55,872 souls, as against 52,735 in 1901. The births in 1910
numbered 2129 and the deaths 1457; birth-rate 3 4 per cent., death-
rate 2’3 per cent. According to the report of the acting medical
inspector, quoted in the Blue-book of the colony for the year ended
March 31st, 1911, the general health has been good. During the
autumn and winter months influenza existed in an epidemic form in
New Providence district, and on some of the outer islands its pro-
pagation has probably been greatly facilitated by means of the dust
consequent on a prolonged drought. While many of the cases have
been uf a severe nature, comparatively few deaths have occurred.
There were a few cases of typhoid fever, with two deaths. During the
early part of the year a case of small-pox was landed in the colony
from Mexico, but prompt measures of isolation and disinfection pre-
vented the occurrence of secondary cases. A few cases of typhus fever
were introduced into Ragged Island, but the disease did not

spread. The street drainage of Nassau is still in an unsatisfactory
condition, but such measures as the finances of the colony justified

have been carried out for its improvement. The rainfall (25’ 71
inches) was unusually low, but the supply of spring-water has been
plentiful and good. 622 vaccinations were successfully performed in
New Providence, and 1637 on the out-island settlements.
The Bahamas General Ilospital, formerly known as the New

Providence Asylum, was established in 1809 as a poor house and hos-
pital for the poor and infirm of the island. Since then the institu-
tion has grown steadily, and its functions have been extended in
many directions. In 1845 it was placed under a board of com-

missioners appointed by the Governor, and now comprises the hos-
pital proper, the infirmary, dispensary, lunatic asylum, and leper
compound. During the year 718 patients were under treatment, of
whom 234 were discharged recovered, 99 relieved, 30 discharged not
improved, and 124 died. Every year many cases are received in a
hopeless-often moribund-condition. The assistant surgeon visited
1082 cases at their homes. It is probable that the accommodation for
lepers (of whom there were eight in the asylum at the end of the
year) will in the near future have to be enlarged and improved in
view of the compulsory segregation which is under consideration.
The Colonial Secretary’s report refers to a movement for the union

of the colony with Canada, and suggests that one of the results of
the agitation will no doubt be the influx next year of many more
Canadian visitors than hitherto, and this " will at least have the
effect of giving the colony a free advertisement and of drawing the
attention of the public to the great advantages possessed by Nassau as
a salubrious winter resort."

HEALTH AND SANITATION IN THE FALKLAND ISLANDS.

A REPORT on the Blue-book of this colony for the year 1910, prepared
by Mr. W. A. Thompson, has been received at the Colonial Office. It

states, inter alia, that the birth-rate for the year was 18 92 per 1000,
as compared with 23’08 in 1909, whilst the death-rate was 6-72 per
1000 as against 8’60 in 1909 ; but it is pointed out that these figures
are misleading unless one remembers that the population of the
islands is an exceptional one owing to the immigration of young
men, who frequently leave the colony when past middle age. Males
are greatly in excess of females, the proportion being as much as
3 to 2. No death occurred of persons between the ages of
8 months and 40 years. The rate of infant mortality compares
very favourably with that of England, and bears witness to
the care which mothers in the islands devote to their offspring.
The health of the colony has, with the exception of an epidemic of
scarlet fever and influenza, been satisfactory throughout the year.
In July influenza attacked at least 50 per cent. of the inhabitants of
Port Stanley-the only important settlement. The disease was

apparently imported from Buenos Aires, where it was prevalent.
The earlier cases were liable to lung complications, and convalescence,
as usual in this complaint, was very protracted. Towards the end of
the year there was a marked recrudescence of the disease, when in
most cases the digestive organs were affected, with severe vomiting
and diarrhoea. The Falkland Islands, with their damp, cold climate,
will be very liable to this disease.
The Colonial Surgeon (Dr. R. S. Earl) writes: " In spite of the force

of the strong prevailing wind, which usually arouses into fatal

activity the hitherto dormant tubercle bacillus, it is interesting to
note that although diseases of the respiratory system, especially

I bronchitis, are prevalent here, phthisis and other forms of human
I tuberculosis are fortunately absent. I have only seen two cases
i during the 18 months I have been here, and in one of these the

disease was contracted in Patagonia. This fact is the more striking
as the disease is found in sheep here. Pharyngitis was, as usual, pre-
valent, and some cases of acute tonsillitis were seen....... There can be
no doubt that the health of the people in Stanley would benefit if the
consumption of alcohol was diminished. In the absence of statistics
one does not wish to insist too strongly on personal impression. but I
should be surprised if the amount of alcohol consumed per head by
the population here is not found to be largely in excess of the aB erage
quantity used per head in an English seaport town."

"THE SEASONED TOBACCO PIPE."

IN an annotation under the above heading in our columns of June 3rd
we referred to a singular instance of tobacco poisoning due to

the use of an old seasoned pipe. It is an axiom amongst smokers
that "An old pipe smokes best," but that a pipe well saturated
with tobacco-distillation products can be a source of injury to

the health of the consumer seems to have been established in

the case referred to. Mr. W. H. Yearon, of Messrs. Grant
and Co., Ltd., of Riley-street Tower Bridge. London, S.E., suggests,
as a means of obviating such a mishap, an aluminium thimble placed
in the bowl. To a large extent by this device the tarry oils are

prevented, at all events, from entering the bowl and the pipe
keeps clean. It is not certain, however, whether the oils do not
accumulate in the stem and nearer the mouth of the smoker. We
are inclined to think that when special precautions, in the shape of
absorbers, condensers, and what not, appeal to a smoker as making
smoking a safer habit he had better eschew tobacco altogether.
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THE " UNKNOWN TONGUES."

AN old copy of the Morning Herald of Oct. 31st, 1831, has just come
into our hands, which affords a curiously vivid and matter-of-fact
glimpse of the phenomena known in their time as the " Unknown
Tongues." These tongues were doubtless the ramblings of victims oi
imitative mania who were suffering from the over-excitement and
mental fatigue caused by the fervid three-hour discourses of Edward
Irving, the Scottish divine, whose life and achievements are familiar
to many of us, especially to readers of Carlyle. Irving in 1828
had removed from a small and overcrowded chapel in Hatton-

garden, London, to a more commodious one in Regent-square, and
here on Oct. 16th, 1831, "the public services were interrupted by an
outbreak of unintelligible discourse from a female worshipper." Our

quotation is from Dr. Richard Garnett’s life of Irving. These out-

breaks became frequent, and on Oct. 30th, 1831, the church in Regent-
square was crammed during morning service. Before beginning his
sermon Irving explained his position. " I dare not-I say it is not a

matter of option "-he declared, " I dare not for my life prevent
the manifestations." Later he was interrupted by a man

crying in a loud voice-" God’s supporting me. I am ready
to be crucified for the true God, but not for the Devil." These
and other remarks led Irving to protest and to explain-"All
persons who speak in the tongues are known to me ; all others
are but brawlers." In common with more modern illuminati, he
sought to speak of the " unknown tongues " in terms at once
rationalistic and critical. He reminds us, indeed, of certain psychical
researehers labouring to appear sternly scientific. " If a foreigner,"
said he, "ignorant of the English language, were now present and he
should see me full of action, and my countenance full of intelligence,
and if he were to say, because he did not understand me, that what I
am now uttering is nothing but gibberish, that would be beyond all
things uncharitable. It is not only uncharitable, but the greatest
and most grievous sin to deny that it is the work of inspiration."
The earliest speaker of the unknown tongues, a Miss Mary

Campbell, who may have been influenced by a perusal of the old
travels of George Keate and Captain Henry Wilson, believed that the
tongues were the language of the Pelew Islanders, who are
Shamanites of Samoan origin in the Caroline Island group (Western
Pacific). Irving himself protested that they were " regularly formed,
well-proportioned, deeply-felt discourse, which evidently wanteth
only the ear of him whose native tongue it is to make it a very

masterpiece of powerful speech."
There are, it appears, ancient Greek elements in the following

hymn which appeared in the pamphlet of one M’Kerrell, who wrote
when the number of the gifted was 15 :-

"Hippo gerosto niparos,
Boorastin farimi :

0 Fastos Sungor boorinos,
Epoongos menati.

0 Deripangito boorin ;
’ Aristos ekrampos

Senoote hypanos noostin,
Hypen hippo booros."

: THE TREATMENT OF OBSTINATE PSORIASIS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I have a patient who has suffered from psoriasis for 25 years.
That on the trunk and limbs answers fairly well to treatment, but on
the scalp the condition is intractable. Jfrom the daily application of
ointment or lotion my patient’s life is anything but a happy one. I
would be very grateful for any suggestions from your readers as

regards treatment. I have tried all the usual remedies without success.
I am, Sir, yours faithfully,

Sept. 12th, 1911. BEATEN.

Hendiadys.-The revolting belief is still common in spite of the spread
of education. It need not be said that there exists in medical litera-
ture no authentic case of such an occurrence ; it would be a physio-
logical impossibility. Popular chap-books detailing the stories of

Mary Tofts, of pig-faced ladies, and so on, have popularised a credulity
that always existed.

Altruist.-1. The idea is rubbish. 2. See THE LANCET, vol. i., 1897,
pp. 368 and 433. 3. Our correspondent is recommended to obtain
the name of the tree and communicate personally with the officials in
question.

One in Doubt.-The symptom is produced by so many conditions that
no one method of treatment can possibly be efficacious. We will
consider the suggestion that it might be wise to discuss the matter
publicly.

COMMUNICATIONS not noticed in our present issue will receive attention
in our next.

A DIARY OF CONGRESSES.

WE shall publish this diary from time to time that our readers may
have under their hands the dates of the approaching scientific Oon-
gresses. It is unnecessary to issue the lists of all these functions
week by week, and we propose to make only such gatherings as will
occur in the immediate future the subject of regular announcement.
The following Congresses, Conferences, and Exhibitions are announced
for September, 1911 :-
April-October.-Rome Exhibition (United Italy’s Jubilee).
" 29th-Oct. 26th (Turin).-International Exhibition.

May 3rd-Oct. 31st (Glasgow).-Scottish Exhibition.
" 6th-Oct. 31st (Dresden).-International Hygiene Exhibition

(British Section opens June 14th).
May 12th-Oct. 31st (London, Crystal Palace).-Festival of Empire

Imperial Exhibition. (Profits to King Edward VII.
Hospital Fund.)

’ May 18th-October 31st (London, Shepherd’s Bush).-Coronation
Exhibition. 

.. 19th-Oct. 31st (London).-Earl’s Court Exhibition.
Sept. 16th-23rd (London, Agricultural Hall).-Nineteenth Annual

Grocery Exhibitiou and Market.
,, 17th-20th(Turin).-Second National Congress of Guardians of

Training Schools and Prisons. 
,, 18th-23rd (Sydney).-Australasian Medical Congress.
" 18th-23rd (Paris).-International Conference of Genetics.
" 23rd-Oct. 21st (London, Olympia).-Electrical Exhibition.
" 24th-30th (Karlsruhe).-Eighty-third Meeting of German

Physicists and Physicians. 
" 25th-26th (Munich).-Meeting of the International League for

Medical Psychology and Psychotherapy.
" 26th-28th (Louisville, Ky.).-American Association of Obstetri-

cians and Gynecologists
" 26th-30th (Brussels).-Thift ress of the International

Society of Surgery and Exhibition of Fractures.
" 28th and 29th (Manchester).-Conference of British Hospitals

Association.

" 28th-30th (Dresden).-International Congress for the Protec-
tion of Mothers and Sexual Reform.

" 29th (Edinburgh).-Association of Veterinary Officers of
Health. Annual Meeting.

" 30th (Bruges).-Sixth Belgian. Congress of Neurology and
Psychiatry.

September (Genoa).-International Exhibition of Marine Hygiene.
" (Turin).-Congress of the Association of Italian Railway

Physicians.
September-November (Antwerp).-International Exhibition of Ali-

mentation, Brewing, Wines, and Liqueurs.

Medical Diary for the ensuing Week.
LECTURES, ADDRESSES, DEMONSTRATIONS, &c.
MEDICAL GRADUATES’ COLLEGE AND POLYCLINIC, 22,
Chenies-street, W.C.
MONDAY.-4 P.M., Dr. Graham Little : Clinique (Skin).
TuESDAY.-4 P.M., Dr. C. 0. Hawthorne. Clinique (Medical).
WEDNESDAY.-4 P.M., Mr. Gordon Taylor : Clinique (Surgical).
THURSDAY.-4 P.M., Mr. H. Lett: Clinique (Surgical).
FRIDAY.-4 P.M., Dr. Dan McKenzie : Clinique (Ear, Nose k Throat).

POST-GRADUATE COLLEGE, West London Hospital, Hammersmith-
road, W.
MONDAY.-10 A.M., Dr. Simson : Diseases of Women. 2 P.M.,

Medical and Surgical Clinics. X Raya. Operations. 2.30 P.M.,
Mr. Dunn: Diseases of the Eye.

TUESDAY.-10 A.M., Dr. Robinson: Gynaecologieal Operations.
2 P.M., Medical and Surgical Clinics. X Rays. Operations. Dr.
Davis: Diseases of the Throat, Nose, and Ear. 2.30 P.M., Dr.
Abraham : Diseases of the Skin.

WEDNESDAY.-10 A.M., Dr. Saunders: Diseases of Children. Dr.
Davis: Operations of the Throat, Nose, and Ear. 2 P.M., Medical
and Surgical Clinics. X Rays. Operations. Mr. Bishop Harman:
Diseases of the Eye. 2.30 P.M., Dr. Simson: Diseases of
Women.

THURSDAY.-2 P.M., Medical and Surgical Clinics. X Rays. Opera-
tions. 2.30 P.M., Mr. Dann : Diseases of the Eye.

FRIDAY.-10 A.M., Dr. Robinson: Gynaecological Operations. 2 P.M.,
Medical and Surgical Clinics. X Rays. Operations. Dr. Davis:
Diseases of the Throat, Nose, and Ear. 2.30 P.M., Dr. Abraham:
Diseases of the Skin.

SATURDAY.-10A.M., Dr. Saunders: Diseases of Children. Dr. Davis:
Operations of the Throat, Nose, and Bar. Mr. Bishop Harman:
Diseases of the Eye. 2 P.M., Medical and Surgical Clinics.
X Rays. Operations.

LONDON HOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE (UNIVERSITY OF LONDON),
Clinical Theatre, London Hospital, Mile End-road, E.
MONDAY.-2 P.M., Demonstration in Clinical Medicine :-Dr. Wall:

Pulmonary Diseases.
TUESDAY.-2 P.M., Demonstration in Clinical Medicine :-Dr. Griin-

baum : Diseases giving rise to Morbid Renal Excretion.
THURSDAY.-2 P.M., Demonstration in Clinical Medicine :-Dr.

Head: Diseases of the Nervous System.
FRIDAY.-2 P.M., Demonstration in Clinical Medicine:-Dr. L.

Smith : Diseases of the Heart.


